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Mission
Since 1990, North Olympic Land Trust has been dedicated to conserving the lands that sustain the 
communities of Clallam County.

A Need for Conservation
Over recent decades fragmented development patterns have occurred in Clallam County. While 
education and zoning regulations offer some protection by encouraging far-sighted development, 
these measures alone will not prevent continued conversion and loss of forest and farmland. 

Together, we’ve conserved more than 3,300 acres important to our way of life, but the scale of our 
landscape calls for more. By conserving the North Olympic Peninsula’s most fertile soils, wild rivers, 
dynamic shorelines and unparalleled forests, we can continue to work toward balanced land use. 
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Introduction
Through a comprehensive 
process involving public input, 
research and collaboration with 
a wide range of partners, North 
Olympic Land Trust created this 
Conservation Plan to help achieve 
local and statewide goals for 
economic, social and ecological 
health and resiliency on the 
Olympic Peninsula and greater 
Puget Sound.
This Plan prioritizes local land 
conservation efforts across the 
North Olympic Peninsula through 
2023. The overarching goal is to 
conserve the natural areas and 
working lands that define and 
sustain communities of Clallam 
County.
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Conservation 
Priorities
Reflective of our community’s 
values, the Land Trust prioritizes 
conservation of the following:
• Farms of all size.
• Forests that support old-growth 

conditions, endangered species, 
or working forests in threat of 
residential development.

• Shorelines and wetlands, 
including estuaries, nearshore 
areas, and river corridors, 
especially where activities 
encroach on nature. 

The following areas highlighted 
within this Conservation Plan are 
examples that aim to build on the 
Land Trust’s strong track record. 



Salmon Habitat in the Western Straits
Salmon are iconic throughout the Pacific Northwest. Beyond their economic and ecological significance, salmon are tightly 
woven into the region’s historic and cultural fabric. In recent years, however, a variety of factors have been negatively 
affecting the health of salmon populations and the places they’ve long called home. 
The Hoko, Clallam and Pysht rivers are known to support important habitat for salmon and steelhead productivity and 
survival, making them a high priority for conservation. Research of these rivers in 2011 resulted in The Western Strait 
of Juan de Fuca Salmonid Habitat Conservation Plan, which provides us the data to prioritize conservation of specific 
parcels most important for fish productivity.
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Lyre Conservation 
Area Expansion 
and Forestland 
The Lyre River is one of the few remaining 
rivers on the Olympic Peninsula with the 
potential to maintain a protected corridor 
and intact ecosystem that would secure 
connectivity from the Olympic Mountains to 
the saltwater shoreline of the Strait of Juan 
de Fuca.
In 2014, the Land Trust acquired the 280-acre 
Lyre Conservation Area. Supportive of 
recreational and economic opportunities and 
ecosystem health, the Land Trust seeks to 
conserve additional land along the Lyre River, 
Nelson Creek and Strait of Juan de Fuca, 
as well as associated wetlands and working 
forestland. 
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Elwha River 
The Land Trust envisions a fish friendly riparian corridor from the mouth of the Elwha River to its headwaters. 
While 83% of the Elwha watershed is within Olympic National Park, critical floodplain areas and two large tributaries, 
Indian Creek and Little River, are in private ownership. Guided by a detailed database that includes aspects of salmon 
habitat such as land slope, tree canopy height, streams, wetlands and parcel geometry, we’re able to prioritize conservation 
of the properties supportive of the best existing salmon habitat and ecosystem function. Maintaining a wild and scenic river 
will not only benefit salmon habitat and water quality, but will support ongoing recreational opportunities. 

Isaac Gautschi



Patrick Downs

Marine and 
Freshwater Shorelines
Water is life on the North Olympic Peninsula. Strategic 
conservation can build on previous efforts supportive 
of community and watershed health. For example, 
conservation of fish and wildlife habitat along Morse 
Creek would complement a restored channel-meander 
in an important reach of the watershed thanks to work 
done by Washington State Department of Fish and 
Wildlife and North Olympic Salmon Coalition. 
Additionally, thanks to a collaborative report 
completed in 2016, Dungeness Drift Cell Parcel 
Prioritization and Conservation Strategy, the Land 
Trust has identified marine shorelines and bluffs that 
provide ecosystem services, such as the movement of 
sediment, needed for the creation and maintenance of 
place-defining features like the Dungeness Spit. 



Isaac Gautschi

Farms of All Size
The Land Trust has a goal of conserving farms of all sizes, but particularly those that retain the vestiges of the Sequim-
Dungeness Prairie and our agricultural heritage. Farmland is Clallam County’s most threatened landscape. Since the 
1940s, more than 70% of the original farmland in the County has disappeared. Today, the remaining farmland is at risk 
of conversion or being reduced to size no longer efficient for agriculture. Beyond securing community access to fresh and 
healthy food, farmland supports jobs, habitat for wildlife and the rural character of eastern Clallam County. 



Conservation 
Methods 
Conservation is a collaborative process. To 
conserve the lands and natural resources 
highlighted in this Conservation Plan, 
working alongside you, our community, 
willing landowners, as well as state, local and 
tribal partners is essential. 
The Land Trust uses the following methods 
to permanently conserve lands valued by our 
community:
• Conservation easements – Legally 

binding agreements between landowners 
and the Land Trust.

• Ownership – Like the Lyre Conservation 
Area, the Land Trust can own and 
steward lands.

• Promotion of a responsible community 
land ethic and love of where we live – 
Conservation can occur at the individual 
level through participation in land use 
discussions and/or stewardship of your 
own backyard. 
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You Can Help:
Conserve the places you love through partnering with your local land trust. Whether 
donating, volunteering, or simply sharing your ideas, all types of participation make 
it possible to conserve the Olympic Peninsula’s natural qualities and resources that 
make it such an incredible place to live, work and visit. 

Contact us: 
602 E. Front St. 
P.O. Box 2945
Port Angeles, WA. 98362
info@northolympiclandtrust.org
(360) 417-1815
www.northolympiclandtrust.org 
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